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Caught up in Capitol case 
Fall video shows heavily armed Barnett; 
Stager appears in court. — Arkansas, 1B 
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Top 5 showdown 


Late surge powers No. 4 North Little Rock 
past No. 3 Bryant. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Brayden Harrington, 
13, the New Hampshire 
youth befriended by Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden as a fel- 
low stutterer, has a picture 
storybook titled “Brayden 
Speaks Up” coming out in 
August, HarperCollins Chil- 
dren’s Books announced. 


E Matt Henderson, a 
police officer in Beaver- 
ton, Ore., said a car thief 
who found a toddler in the 
back seat returned to give 
the child back to his moth- 
er and, before driving off 
again, chastised her and 
threatened to call police 
because she left the child 
unattended in a running 
vehicle. 


Mi Michael Lee Jones, 53, 
serving a 35-year sentence 
for distributing illegal 
drugs, walked away from 
a community-based prison 
work center program in 
Mobile, Ala., but was re- 
captured nearly nine hours 
later when he was spotted 
near an interstate. 


W John Jarman of Augus- 
ta, Ga., who said he spent a 
year planning his Christmas 
lights display, an image-pro- 
ducing matrix of lights that 
covers his home, said he’s 
decided to leave the display 
up even though the holidays 
are over because he hopes it 
gives cheer during difficult 
times. 


E Katsunobu Kato, Japan’s 
chief Cabinet secretary, said 
a truck that rammed into a 
passenger car on a highway 
during blizzard conditions 
in Miyagi prefecture trig- 
gered a pileup involving 
more than 130 vehicles, and 
killed one person and in- 
jured 17 others. 


E Timothy Koets, 51, of 
Georgetown, Mich., who 
pleaded guilty to involun- 
tary manslaughter after 
his arms-restrained autis- 
tic 16-year-old son was left 
unsupervised and drowned 
in an icy backyard pool in 
2019, received a two- to 
15-year prison sentence. 


E Steven Weaver, who 
pleaded guilty to fatally 
shooting a Mobile County, 
Ala., couple in 2016 after 
they let his estranged wife 
stay with them in what in- 
vestigators described as a 
“straightforward domestic 
incident,” was sentenced 
to two consecutive life sen- 
tences. 


WE Islam Yaser-Abdel 
Said, 32, of Irving, Texas, 
faces up to 30 years in pris- 
on after pleading guilty to 
helping his father evade ar- 
rest for more than 12 years 
in the fatal shootings of 
Said’s teen sisters, prose- 
cutors said. 


Hi Cole James Bridges, 20, 
of Stow, Ohio, a U.S. soldier 
stationed at Fort Stewart, 
Ga., was arrested on terror- 
ism charges after he spoke 
online about plots to blow 
up New York City’s 9/11 Me- 
morial and other landmarks 
and attack U.S. soldiers in 
the Middle East, authorities 
said. 


LITTLE ROCK 


Today Cloudy and mild. 
High 54, light southwest 
winds. 
Tonight Chance = 
of showers. 
Low 45. 
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President-elect Joe Biden (from right) with his wife, Jill, Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her 


ArkansasOnline.com 


husband, Doug Emhoff, pay their respects Tuesday at a memorial to the 400,000 lives lost to covid-19 
at the Lincoln Memorial reflecting pool. More photos at arkansasonline.com/120remember/. 


(AP/Evan Vucci) 


Security team nominees 
pledge to eschew politics 
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WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident-elect Joe Biden’s nom- 
inees to lead his national 
security team promised a 
turnabout from the Trump 
administration’s approach 
on the world stage, saying 
Tuesday that they would 
keep partisan politics out of 
intelligence agencies, restore 


an emphasis on cooperating 
with international allies, and 
push for a stronger American 
leadership role. 

Antony Blinken, Biden’s 
choice to be secretary of state, 
pledged to repair damage do- 
ne to the State Department 
and America’s image abroad 
over the past four years 
while continuing a tougher 
approach to China. He said 
he planned to restore career 


officials to prominent posi- 
tions in the department and 
strive to promote inclusivity 
in the ranks for the diplomatic 
corps. 

“American leadership still 
matters,” he said at his con- 
firmation hearing before the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

Neither Blinken nor 
Biden’s other nominees for 
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Biden in D.C., 


bids Delaware 
many thanks 


In farewell video, Trump 
states ‘best wishes, ‘luck’ 
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WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden arrived 
in the nation’s capital Tues- 
day, ready to assume power 
as America reels from the 
coronavirus pandemic, soar- 
ing unemployment and con- 
cerns about more violence as 
he prepares to take the oath 
of office. 

Biden, an avid fan of Am- 
trak, had planned to take a 
train into Washington ahead 
of today’s Inauguration Day, 
but scratched that plan in the 
aftermath of the Jan. 6 insur- 
rection at the U.S. Capitol. 

He instead flew into a 
military air base just outside 
the capital Tuesday after- 
noon and then motorcaded 
into D.C. — a city that’s been 
flooded by some 25,000 Na- 
tional Guard troops guard- 
ing a Capitol, White House 
and National Mall that are 
wrapped in a maze of barri- 
cades and tall fencing. 

Shortly before Biden left 
for Washington, the U.S. 
reached another grim mile- 
stone in the pandemic, sur- 
passing 400,000 deaths from 
the virus, according to Johns 
Hopkins University. 

“These are dark times,” 
Biden told dozens of sup- 
porters in a send-off in Del- 
aware before leaving for 
Washington. “But there’s 


Clemency 
by Trump 
granted to 
143 people 
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WASHINGTON 
— President Donald 
Trump late Tuesday 
granted clemency to 
143 people, using a fi- 
nal act of presidential 
power to extend mercy 
to former White House 
strategist Steve Bannon, 
well-connected celebri- 
ties and nonviolent drug 
offenders. But he did not 
preemptively pardon 
himself or his family. 

Among those who 
were pardoned or who 
had their sentences 
commuted on Trump’s 


See PARDONS, Page 7A 


always light.” 

Biden plans to issue a se- 
ries of executive orders on 
his first day in office — in- 
cluding reversing President 
Donald Trump’s effort to 
leave the Paris climate ac- 
cord, canceling Trump’s trav- 

See BIDEN, Page 6A 


In U.S., 
virus toll 


now past 
400,000 


4,000 daily deaths 
reported recently 
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WASHINGTON — As 
Joe Biden prepared to take 
over the White House, 
the U.S. crossed the grim 
marker of 400,000 covid-19 
deaths Tuesday. 

Biden inherits a coun- 
try weary from 10 months 
of lockdowns and business 
= closures, 
NEW VARIANTS divided 
pose new risks by attacks 


around world. on pub- 
Page 5A. lic-health 
profession- 


als and tantalized by the 
promise of widespread 
vaccination that will take 
months to have much effect. 

Yet at noon today, the 
virus, and the nation’s re- 
sponse to it, will be Biden’s 
responsibility. 

“Were inheriting a huge 
mess here,” incoming White 
House Chief of Staff Ron 
Klain bluntly told CNN on 
Sunday. “The virus is going 
to get worse before it gets 
better,” he warned. “The 
virus is the virus. What we 
can do is act to control it.” 

The effort to control the 
outbreak likely will be the 
defining test for the new 
administration: Biden has 
pledged to bring compe- 
tence to a crisis that has 
made the U.S. exception- 
al for the wrong reasons 
— the most confirmed in- 
fections and deaths in the 
world. 


See VIRUS, Page 5A 


Arkansas virus cases climb by 1,331 


Work underway to free up excess 
doses of vaccine at Walgreens, CVS 


Nurse Shannon Longhorn takes paperwork from Ernest Leverett before 
giving him his first dose of the covid-19 vaccine Tuesday at a Univer- 
sity of Arkansas for Medical Sciences clinic at the Freeway Medical 
Tower in Little Rock. UAMS began offering the vaccine to Arkansans 
ages 70 and older Tuesday, as well as to teachers and other educa- 
tion workers. More photos at arkansasonline.com/120shots/. 
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Stephen Swofford) 
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Arkansas’ count of coro- 
navirus cases rose Tuesday 
by 1,331 — an unusually small 
increase for a Tuesday that 
may have reflected a slow- 
down in testing over the 
Martin Luther King Jr. holi- 
day a day earlier. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson said an “excess 
number of doses” of vaccine 
had been allocated to Wal- 
greens and CVS to vacci- 
nate residents and workers 
at long-term-care facilities in 
the state under a federal pro- 
gram, and that state officials 
were working to make those 
doses available to other Ar- 
kansans who are now eligible 


Full coverage of 
coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/coronavirus/ 


ASU MOVES fast on vaccine; 
other schools lag. Page 1B. 


LRSD PROCEEDING with plans 
to provide employees access to 
vaccines. Page 2B. 


for shots. 

As of Tuesday morning, 
the national pharmacy chains 
had been allocated a total of 
80,700 doses for Arkansas 
long-term-care facilities but 
reported administering just 
6,626 of those. 


See ARKANSAS, Page 4A 


27-7 Senate vote approves stand-ground legislation 


1 Democrat joins 
GOP in support 


JOHN MORITZ 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A bill to eliminate the 
“duty to retreat” provision 
of Arkansas’ self-defense 
laws passed the state Sen- 
ate on Tuesday, with one 
Democrat joining most of 
the chamber’s Republicans 
in support of the legislation. 

The Senate voted 27-7 in 
favor of Senate Bill 24, and 
its passage Tuesday was 
widely expected after the 
bill cleared a committee last 
week where similar legisla- 
tion had been blocked two 
years ago. 

Both supporters and 
opponents of the legisla- 
tion have dubbed it as the 
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Sen. Bob Ballinger (left), R-Ozark, is congratulated Tuesday by Sen. Trent Garner, R-El Dorado, after 
Senate Bill 24, the “stand-your-ground” measure, was passed in the Senate. Ballinger was the sponsor. 
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Thomas Metthe) 


“stand-your-ground’ law, 
See STAND, Page 2A 


